GERMANIC "MITTELEUROP4" AND "JVELTR4UM"

policy, defence, customs and trade, to whatever extent our interests
demand it. The legal character and political object of this relation-
ship would render it approximately equivalent to what is commonly
known as a protectorate. Belgium will become a protectorate of the
German Reich. The Reich will assume the protection and represent-
ation of Belgium in relation to other countries; and in order to per-
form the functions involved, it will dispose of that country's armed
forces and means of defence, and will be entitled to the military
occupation of suitable points.

GERHARD ANSCHUTZ.    1917.    Bibl., ibid.9 pp. 13-14.

IF we forgo annexations on the larger scale, it becomes so much the
more important to consider the third possibility, which consists in the
simple incorporation of the occupied neighbouring countries. For
that offers the only way of achieving the aim which is set us by our
vital necessities. In that case we would certainly have to acknow-
ledge the restored or newly-founded neighbour States as bearing single
and unique State supreme power, but they would have to be placed
in a dependent relationship which would restrict their sovereign self-
sufficiency and would hold them fast in our sphere of power.

OTTO VON GIERKE.    1917.    Bibl. VIII, D. 78, p. 54.

GERMANY in Belgium is interested in the Flemish movement which
has already made considerable headway and which would be mortally
injured if we did not extend to Belgium the policy of force. Inci-
dentally, the Flemish question is not settled and I do not by any
means entertain the thoughtless hope that the Flemish people will
make our task of dominating Belgium easy. ...

No doubt, we must support the Flemish people, but in no circum-
stances can we agree that they should become entirely independent.
GENERAL BARON VON BissiNG.1    1917.    Bibl. I, 39 (<?), p. 9.

UNLESS we subject Belgium to our power, unless we steer its govern-
ment in a German direction, we shall have lost the war. . . . The
frontier which, in the future, is to protect Belgium against Britain
and France must be pushed back northwards, as far as possible.

For more than two years my entire policy has been guided by
these forward considerations. ...    It is these ideas that have inspired

1 German Governor-General of Belgium in the last war.
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